ILKES COUNTY CHURCH TO BUILD
INCLUSIVE’ PLAY PARK

JUNE 17, 2017 ¢ News Journal of North Carolina Baptists « VOLUME 183 NO. 1

KNOWING SOMEBODY CARES

BUOYS RETIREE

By ERICH BRIDGES | GuideStone Financial Services

obert Baker has learned a few things during 91
years of life and more than half a century in min-
istry:

® Don’t complain about tough times or hard
work. Listen, learn and trust the Lord.

® Preach the Bible and love people.

® Do what you’re told when God (or someone He
sends into your life) tells you to do it.

“It’s all part of the call,” Robert explains.

He learned obedience early, growing up as a farm
boy in Depression-era North Carolina. His father didn’t
issue commands twice. There were chores to do every
morning before breakfast and the mile-and-a-half walk
to the school bus.

Milking Blackie the cow, for instance.

“She gave about a gallon,” Robert recalls with a

Mission: Dignity.

twinkle in his eye. “Well, she didn’t give it; you had to
take it.”

Those chores developed discipline - and muscles - in
Robert, the seventh of 14 children. He grew stronger
carrying his handicapped sister to school (she weighed
about the same as the field pack he later carried during
two years in the army).

BRnow.org

Small and wiry, he was fast, too. “I had the fastest
feet in the county,” he says.

In school races, he would leave other runners half a
block behind him. The quickest girl in the county, by
the way, was named Ruth. She would later become Rob-
ert’s beloved wife of 64 years and the mother of their
three children.

Farming didm’t work out for Robert as a young family
man, so he tried his hand at shipyard work in Newport
News, Va. Then he hired on at the Amoco Oil refinery
in nearby York County. “Refinery work,” he says, “was
tough, interesting and dangerous.”

The dangerous part didn’t much appeal to him as a
husband and father. But he persevered and advanced on
the job. “Miss Ruth” was always waiting at home with a

See Retiree page 6
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They signed for your freedom

ebrate the birthday of the “land of the

free and the home of the brave.” On
July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was signed by 56 courageous men
who represented 13 colonies.

In celebration of one of the greatest
freedoms we enjoy, religious liberty, the
reserved page
16 of this issue to provide our
readers with some quotes on
the subject. We hope you will
use this information for per-
sonal edification and that you
will generously share it with
others. The page can serve as
a poster in your church or for
display in another prominent
place - before and after July 4.

While researching the
North Carolina connection
to the Declaration of Independence, I
learned some interesting facts about the
56 signers that you will appreciate.

Eight of the signers were immigrants
who were born in Ireland (3), Scotland
(2), England (2) or Wales (1). All of the
signers from the five states of Massachu-
setts (4), Rhode Island (2), Maryland (4),
Virginia (7) and South Carolina (4) were
born in the states
they represented.
None of the signers
from the three states
of New Hampshire
(2), North Carolina
(3) and Georgia (3)
were born in the
states they repre-
sented.

N.C. had three
signers of the Dec-
laration of Inde-
pendence. Joseph
Hewes was born in
New Jersey; William
Hooper in Massa-
chusetts and John
Penn in Virginia.

Born into a Quak-
er family, Hewes
moved to Edenton,
N.C., at the age of
33. He built a profitable shipping busi-
ness before he was elected to the state
legislature in 1766. The state sent Hewes
as a delegate to the first meeting of the
second Continental Congress. Like most
Quakers, Hewes was a peace-loving man
who wanted to avoid all forms of vio-
lence. Initially, he did not favor a war to
gain independence from England. How-
ever, at the second Continental Congress,
John Adams convinced him to change his
mind. Once he signed the Declaration, he
never wavered in working untiringly for
the American cause.

I n a few weeks, our nation will cel-

K. ALLAN BLUME
Editor
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IS EVERY LEADER IN YOUR CHURCH GETTING
THE BIBLICAL RECORDER?

Hooper, our state’s second signer,
was born in Boston, Mass., in 1742. He
was the son of a Congregational clergy-
man. For a short time, he studied for
the ministry. Hooper shifted his focus
and graduated from Harvard at the age
of 18 with a degree in law. He moved to
Wilmington, N.C., set up a law practice
and was elected to the N.C.
colonial legislature in 1773.

Known as a gifted orator,
Hooper was despised by the
British. They harassed his
family, forcing him to hide
with friends in Edenton while
the rest of the family moved
to Hillsboro. He fell ill with
malaria, was nursed back to
health but died from poor
health at the age of 48.

Born in Caroline County,
Va., in 1741, John Penn had no formal edu-
cation. He taught himself the disciplines
of law and qualified for the Virginia bar
at the age of 21. His family moved to a
community near Henderson, N.C., where
he practiced law.

The provincial congress soon elected
Penn as a delegate to the Continental
Congress. He was passionate about
independence, serv-
ing the state and
the new republic
sacrificially in spite
of great personal
financial loss.

Penn was buried
at his home near the
town of Stovall, but
his body was moved
to Guilford Court-
house National Mili-
tary Park about 100
years later in honor
of his leadership in
battles against the
British invasion led
by Cornwallis.

“My first wish is
that America may be
free,” Penn said.

For the gift of
religious liberty, we
are indebted to many other courageous
men and women of the colonial era.

One of Virginia’s seven signers, Patrick
Henry, is best remembered for his “Give
me liberty, or give me death!” speech. But
his influence on the religious liberties
we enjoy today is much broader than his
famous quote.

With the blessing of the tax-supported
Anglicans, Virginia’s civil magistrates
regularly persecuted Baptists, Presby-
terians and Quakers. These Christian
groups found one of their most stalwart
defenders in Henry, whose father’s side

N.C. signers of the Declaration

WILLIAM HOOPER

JOSEPH HEWES

of the family had a rich heritage with the
Anglican Church, and whose mother was
a devout Presbyterian.

Stirred by the preaching of Presby-
terian evangelist Samuel Davies and the
persecution of Baptist evangelist John
Weatherford, Henry frequently defended
the unhindered public preaching of the
Bible, and arranged the release of many
Baptist preachers from jail.

The website of Lehigh Valley Baptist
Church in Emmaus, Pa., tells this story:
In 1768, Henry rode many miles on horse-
back to a trial in Spotsylvania County, Va.
He entered the courtroom where three
Baptist ministers were being tried for
preaching the gospel without approval of
the Anglican church. In the midst of the
proceedings Henry interrupted, “May
it please your lordships, ... . Did I hear
an expression that these men, whom
[you] are about to try for misdemeanor,
are charged with preaching the gospel of
the Son of God?” The judge released the
preachers.

This was one of many times when
Henry stood up for the freedom to preach

the gospel
unhindered in
the colonies
and in the
newly formed
United States
of America.

Religious
liberty is
a treasure
that must
be guarded
with intense
passion and
unending intentionality. We must not
surrender this valuable jewel to the
failed thinking of today’s moral relativ-
ists. Many courageous leaders of the past
stood tall and paid a high price to give us
this priceless gift.

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention said, “One
thing we need to be very clear about is
that religious liberty is not a government
‘benefit,” but a natural and inalienable
right granted by God. ... When we say
- as Baptists and many other Christians
always have - that freedom of religion
applies to all people, whether Christian
or not, we are not suggesting that there
are many paths to God or that truth
claims are relative. We are fighting for
the opposite. We are saying that religion
should be free from state control because
we believe that every person must give
an account before the Judgment Seat of
Christ.”

Let freedom ring! Not for the sake of
nationalism but for the sake of eternal,
biblical truth, let freedom ring)

JOHN PENN
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A WORD FROM OUR LEADER
Growing in the Lord
at Youth Weeks

hen the days get longer and warmer, I be-
come more and more grateful for God’s gift
of the seasons - for the upcoming beginning

of summer and for all of the exciting activities that come
with the changing of the seasons. It is around this time of
year that I also feel especially grateful for Sum-
mer Youth Weeks at[Fort Caswelll.

Year after year, youth from all over the state make their
way to beautiful Fort Caswell to participate in Summer
Youth Weeks. These weeks, orchestrated by the conven-
tiom’s own , have long been an incredible

" | highlight of the summer.

During Youth Weeks, students
participate in personal and group
Bible studies and times of worship
and fellowship, all in addition to
typical camp activities. Students also
spend time packaging food for those
less fortunate in Haiti. I am always
so impressed by the way the Lord
has given these students His ser-
vant’s heart. What a testament to the
Lord’s character and great love!

I hope that you will be encour-
aged by the way that God works in

&

MILTON A.
HOLLIFIELD JR.

BSC executive
director-treasurer

the lives of these young people. Since
2001 alone, a recorded 6,016 students accepted God’s gift
of salvation during Youth Weeks at Caswell, 43,925 re-
dedicated their lives to Christ and 3,441 answered a call to
ministry. In addition, these students have packaged a total
of 1.5 million meals for Haiti.

I truly believe that the Lord blesses Summer Youth
Weeks at Fort Caswell - the way that these students’
hearts turn to Him every year is absolutely incredible.
Often, Youth Weeks are a sending point for students -
many camp attendees go on to become strong Christians
who serve in our churches, and many of them also develop
a missional outlook on life, seeing their lives lived in re-
sponse to a calling and their surroundings as their mission
field. These young people are going into college prepared
to live the gospel and to be a witness for Christ wherever
they go. I cannot think of a better way to help these stu-
dents become disciple-makers for God’s glory.

I would like to ask you to keep the students and the
leadership in your prayers in the upcoming weeks and
months, as BeDoTell Youth Weeks begin June 12. Every
year, the Lord works in miraculous ways and calls stu-
dents closer to Him during the camp weeks. It is my hope
that more students than ever will understand the fullness
of the Father’s love for them this summer while at Caswell
as they grow in the knowledge of His love and grace.

I wish that every N.C. Baptist pastor and every youth
leader from our churches would experience what happens
during these BeDoTell weeks at Caswell. If your youth
have never attended our BeDoTell weeks, I challenge you
as a pastor or as a church youth leader to visit and observe
just one full day of camp and see if you will not want to
bring your students next summer.

“Remember now your Creator in the days of thy youth, before the
difficult days come ...” Ecclesiastes 12:1.[B3]

Timeless truths for fathers

he Lord gave Mary and Joseph the privilege to
be the earthly parents of Jesus. Unfortunately,

we have little information about this young

Here we see that Joseph was more concerned for
Mary’s reputation. He had every right to expose her
sin publicly and humiliate her in front of the whole

couple, especially Joseph. However, the Bible
does give us some insight into their lives just
before Jesus was born.

In Matthew 1:18-24, we learn three valu-
able principles from Joseph’s life. He was
a man of integrity who loved the Lord and
lived out his convictions. Here are three
principles that guided Joseph’s life and
should guide our lives, as well.

@ Stand firm on God’s Word.

The Bible refers to Joseph as a “husband
faithful to the law” (Matthew 1:19a). When

MARK SMITH

Guest Column

town. However, his concern was not for
himself. He decided to make the divorce a
private matter with only two other people as
witnesses. He did this because he wanted to
protect his former “wife to be” as long as he
could. In this passage, we see a man who put
Mary first. Joseph was a man who put others
before himself, no matter the situation.

@ Be a man of action.

As Joseph pondered what to do, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
explaining that Mary had conceived by the

Joseph found out Mary was pregnant, it was
reasonable for him to think that Mary had been with
another man. He felt he could not go through with the
marriage because he was not the father of the baby.
This would violate his moral standards that were based
on scripture.

Joseph had every right to divorce Mary. In this situ-
ation, we see a man who stood firmly on God’s Word.
He was a student of the Bible and was determined to
live his life according to God’s standard. Joseph was
a man who made his decisions based on the Word of
God, no matter what the situation.

@ Put others first.

Although Joseph would have been justified to di-
vorce Mary, the only question was how would he carry
it out? Because of his love and kindness toward her,
he did not want to put her through “public disgrace,”
let alone have her put to death. Instead, he decided on
another alternative. The Bible says Joseph “had in mind
to divorce her quietly” (Matthew 1:19b).

Holy Spirit and not to be afraid of taking her
as his wife. When Joseph woke up from his dream, the
Bible says that “he did what the angel of the Lord had com-
manded him” (Matthew 1:24).

Even when faced with an embarrassing situation, Jo-
seph lived by God’s laws and made them the standard
by which he lived. When God gave him a new assign-
ment through a dream, hesitation was not in Joseph’s
character as he acted on God’s command. He wanted
to live a righteous life before God no matter what it
cost. I can imagine he felt liberated by the angel’s an-
nouncement. Joseph was a doer of God’s Word.

This Father’s Day - and every day - be the man of in-
tegrity the Lord has designed you to be. Strive to obey
God’s Word, live humbly and be the dad of action your
children need to imitate.

(EDITOR’S NOTE —[Mark Smithlserves as the senior consul-

tant for thelBaptist State Convention of North Carolinds[Faitl}
Lt Homelministry. He can be reached at (800) 3955102, ext.

5647, orlmsmith@ncbaptist.org.)[B3]

Sharing the gospel with Muslims - What if?

with members and money, especially among South-

ern Baptists. The|Foreign Mission Board (FMB) of
the|Southern Baptist Convention|(now the Internation-
al Mission Board) began setting goals to appoint several
thousand missionaries. The promotion of the[Lottid
Moon Christmas Offering|for International Missions
produced tens of millions of dollars.

As I reflect on 50 years of serving as a
pastor, an international missionary and a
seminary/divinity school professor, several
observations stand out in my experience
with Muslims.

I have often wondered, what if we had
responded to Muslims differently?

Today, Islam is the fastest-growing world
religion with an estimated 1.7 billion Mus-
lims worldwide. In 1980 there were 800,000
Muslims in Europe. Presently there are tens
of millions of Muslims across the European
continent.

My wife, Joan, and I were in the FMB’s first ex-
tended missionary orientation at Ridgecrest, N.C,. in
the fall of 1967. In previous years, missionaries had a
one-week orientation in Richmond before leaving for
their overseas assignments.

At Ridgecrest, there were about 100 missionaries
with several hundred children living in close quarters,
eating meals together and attending classes from early
morning into the evenings for 16 weeks. It was a boot

I n the 1960s and *70s churches seemed to be thriving

GEORGE W. BRASWELL

Guest Column

camp. Of the 100 missionaries going to all continents,
only two couples went to Europe (Italy and Switzer-
land) and one couple - my wife and I - went to the
Middle East (Iran).

Some couples were assigned to Muslim people
groups in Asian and African countries, but very few
went to the historical heartland of Islam in North
Africa, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey,
Syria, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. There
were openings for missionaries, but very few
responded.

Joan and I were appointed as the first

Southern Baptist missionaries to the country
|| of Iran in 1967. With our three children, we
arrived in Tehran and were befriended by
Presbyterian missionaries who assisted us in
obtaining legal work permits.

I taught world religions as the only non-
Iranian on the faculty of Islamic theology at
the University of Tehran. I taught Muslim
clergy that would be preachers in mosques, teachers in
universities and chaplains in the military. I also served
as associate director of Armaghan Institute, operated
by the Presbyterian mission. The institute offered Eng-
lish classes to more than 600 Iranian high school and
university students using the Bible as a study source.
It was located strategically across the street from the
main gates of the University of Tehran with an enroll-
ment of 25,000 students.

See Muslims page 8


http://www.bedotell.com
http://www.fortcaswell.com
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=272&tx_wecstaffdirectory_pi1%5Bcurstaff%5D=80&cHash=02ede60aae55bece9bf99ba168c9de74
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=272&tx_wecstaffdirectory_pi1%5Bcurstaff%5D=68&cHash=c983a616ddbc981c5175d1236102e26e
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=272&tx_wecstaffdirectory_pi1%5Bcurstaff%5D=483&cHash=3cd92a7751949fcd0619e398a66e6749
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=272&tx_wecstaffdirectory_pi1%5Bcurstaff%5D=483&cHash=3cd92a7751949fcd0619e398a66e6749
http://www.ncbaptist.org
mailto:msmith@ncbaptist.org
https://brnow.org
https://brnow.org
http://www.sbc.net
https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering
https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering
https://www.imb.org
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=2126
http://www.ncbaptist.org/index.php?id=2126

4 JUNE 17, 2017 ¢ BIBLICAL RECORDER ¢ News Journal of North Carolina Baptists

Houston

MISS
CONT

. S

mark on

leaves

| O'N
ROL

;-

-

iﬂﬁ

By DIANNA L. CAGLE | BR Production Editor

hen he was sleeping in his car at the
track trying to break into writing
about NASCAR, Rick Houston never

imagined he would author a book or be part of

a film. “I just think that a guy from Yadkinville,
N.C., having the opportunity to work with a team
from England on a film like {Mission Control: |
|The Unsung Heroes of Apollol is pretty much the
definition of a miracle,” Houston said, “just how
everything came together and how beautiful a film
itis.”

After writing Go, Flight! The Unsung Heroes of Mis-
sion Control, Houston became an associate producer
& and consultant for “Mission Control,” a documen-
tary inspired by his book written with Milt Heflin,
a former flight director and retired chief of the
flight director’s office for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA).

“He has become the greatest long distance
mentor [ could have ever imagined,” Houston said
of Heflin. “He has become a true friend.”

Houston described Heflin’s assistance on Go
Flight as “absolutely invaluable.” Heflin made him-
self available for procedural or technical questions.
“He really made that book far better than it would
have ever been had he not been involved,” Hous-
ton said. “I couldn’t be more pleased with how
well the film came out and how proud I am of the
team that put it together.”

In the book, Houston shares stories of the early
race to space between the United States and the
Soviet Union. The men who worked in mission
control were students straight out of college,
soldiers toughened by their service and even blue
collar workers. The movie is directed by David
Fairhead and produced by Keith Haviland and
Gareth Dodds.

Houston hosted screenings May 25-26 of “Mis-
sion Control” at the Yadkin Cultural Arts Center’s
Willingham Theater. About
300 people came to see the
film and participated in a
question and answer time

with Houston.
| “Ever since this whole
1 process started, [ would
run by the theater where
the showing was held,”
Houston said, dreaming of
the day when he would be
able to show this movie to
his hometown. “This town
means a lot to me. It’s home now.”

Although Houston is a Nashville, Tenn., native,
he has called Yadkinville home for many years.
“This is where my family is; this is where my
friends are; this is where my home is. I just wanted
to do something for them because they had sup-
ported me for so long. To see it finally happen was
a huge blessing.”

RICK HOUSTON

Houston, who is a member of Maplewood
Baptist Church in Yadkinville, is a freelance writer
as well, including some articles for the Biblical
Recorder, North Carolina’s Baptist news journal.

Houston found his first space-writing job in
the message board of collectspace.com. An author
had backed out of a book deal with University
of Nebraska Press and an editor was looking for
individuals with space knowledge to divide the
chapters for the project. Houston’s writing ex-
perience ratcheted him to
the top of the list. He was
given the lead chapter of the
book on Apollo 11.

“I really didm’t want
to take it,” Houston said.
“That was a story that had
been told a million times. I
really didmw’t know how to
do it in a way that would be
fresh and interesting. But I
jumped into it.”

Not long after that
project — Footprints in the
Dust: The Epic Voyages of Apollo
- Houston was asked if he
would like to do a book on
the space shuttle program,
Wheels Stop: The Tragedies and
Triumphs of the Space Shuttle
Program, 1986-2011. That
led to Man on a Mission, a
children’s biography about
David Hilmers, an astronaut, which then led to Go
Flight.

“Once I got my foot in the door, I kind of
kicked the door down,” he said. “That’s what
any writer has to do. They take advantage of every
opportunity they can get.”

Reality check

When Houston was working on Wheels Stop, he
had the opportunity to operate an actual shuttle
simulator but his weight kept the buckle from
being able to fasten. That started him on a journey
of weight loss and wellness. Although his weight
has fluctuated, he has lost about 100 pounds and
strives to exercise on a regular basis.

The astronaut helping him was “really nice”
about the awkward situation, but “to this day,
almost seven years to the day later, that memory
still drives me,” Houston said. “I’m not skinny
now. I’ll never be skinny, but when I'm out walk-
ing or running or working out, I’ll flash back to
that, and I’ll keep going.”

What’s next?

Houston’s next book comes out in August.
He’s back to his National Association for Stock
Car Auto Racing (NASCAR) roots with Dale vs.
Daytona: The Intimidator’s Quest to Conquer the Great
American Race.

“I really enjoy the process,” Houston said.
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smile - even when he came in after mid-
night, dirty and exhausted from another
long shift.

“I had as much support as [ needed
from day one,” he remembers. “My dar-
ling always sent me away with a hug and
a kiss. I never left home without it.”

His spiritual turning point came the
day a serious fire broke out at the refin-
ery.

Robert helped quench it and saved the
lives of a number of men on the scene.
While they celebrated survival, he heard
the voice of God:

“That’s what I want you to do with
your life,” the voice said.

“I want you to spread My Word that
men may live.”

Robert knew he had been called to
preach the gospel. “That fire served as
the ignition point for me,” he says.

When he got home and told his
wife he had been called to ministry,
she sobbed softly for a while. Then she
smiled and said, “I’ve been knowing that
for months.”

That was 1964. The Bakers picked up
and drove to Fort Worth, Texas, where
he attended Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. He went on to serve as
pastor or associate pastor of five churches
in North Carolina and Virginia - most
recently, Spring Hill Baptist Church near
his current home in Cobbs Creek, Va.

He retired from full-time pastoring in
1994 but continued to serve in interim
and pulpit supply roles.

“It’s all part of the call,” he repeats. “I
preach the Bible, and I love the folks.”

Robert still preaches from time to
time, particularly at memorial services
for relatives in the wider Baker clan. He
also enjoys tending the garden behind his
house, where he grows collards, kale and
sweet potatoes.

If the rototiller breaks down, he
remembers how to use a good old-fash-
ioned hoe. He tills the soil in the hot sun
without breaking a sweat.

However, age and medical issues
have slowed Robert a bit in recent years.
“Miss Ruth” died several years ago.

“She’s up there now,” he says quietly,
pointing toward heaven.

His children faithfully check on him,
and he can handle most of his living
expenses. But the “little foxes™ (as he
calls them) of unexpected costs creep
in - needed medical prescriptions, shots
and the like.

“You don’t stop living when you
retire,” he explains. “You still have the
same needs.”

That’s where Mission:Dignity comes
in. A monthly stipend from the ministry
enables Robert to cover medical expenses
- and other needs - and keep the “little
foxes” at bay. After so many years of serv-
ing God and caring for people, he appre-
ciates the tangible way Southern Baptists
now care for him in his twilight years.

Mission:Dignity Sunday is June 25.

It’s a day to remember and honor retired
ministers, workers and their widows
living on low retirement incomes. It’s
also a time to give generously to help

the nearly 1,800 individuals and couples
assisted by the ministry. About $7 million
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is distributed annually, with most of the
funding coming from the direct gifts of
individuals, Sunday School classes and
churches. Every dollar given provides
well-deserved monthly grants with
nothing used for operating expenses.
GuideStone® has free bulletin inserts,
promotional posters and a DVD with sev-
eral brief testimonies of people assisted
by Mission:Dignity. The materials are
undated and can be used anytime. Order
online and find additional resources

aMDSunday.org

Mission:Dignity continually reminds
Robert of the love and care of his
Southern Baptist family. And that gives
him the energy to head out to the garden
and plant some more greens.

“It’s a ministry that is often ignored,”
he says.

“The help is more than a dollar. It’s
knowing that somebody cares.”

(EDITOR’S NOTE - Erich Bridges is a
freelance writer who can be reached at
[Bridges@gmail.com{and wrote this story on
assignment for Mission: Dignity.)[B3]

estled in the passage of scrip-
ture known as the Hebrew
shema, the Lord describes His

perfect plan for parents to be the pri-
mary disciple-makers of their homes.

The Bible says, .. impress them on your
children.”

This may appear to be a simple
phrase with little meaning, but a
deeper look into the word “impress”
may surprise you.

The Hebrew word Moses uses that
the NIV translates “impress” is shanan.
According to Allan Moseley, profes-
sor of Old Testament and Hebrew at
Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, “shanan means to sharpen as you
would sharpen a sword.”

Moseley describes Moses’

Home disciple-making
in the daily rhythms of life

spiritual conversation. Moses simply
tells parents to “talk” to their children.
That is simple enough, but the big push
back for parents is “when.”

Moses strategically maps out a
simple framework that fits into every
family’s daily schedule. Within the
rhythm of each day we sit at home,
drive down the road, go to bed and get
up the next morning.

Scripture gently gives us instruction
to be intentional with our time.

Therefore, as you sit at home, talk
about last week’s Sunday School les-
son. While you ride down the road in
the minivan, talk about the pastor’s
sermon he preached last weekend.
When you are getting ready for bed,
talk to your children about

use of shanan in Deuterono-
my 6:7 as unique.

He said, “This is the only
place in scripture where
shanan is used this way. God
is commanding parents to
start at home and intention-
ally sharpen their children
with His Word.”

After Moses commands
parents to “impress” God’s
Word into the lives of their

MARK SMITH

something you saw God do
in your life that day.

Even in the rush of getting
ready for a new day, you can
share what the Lord taught
you during your quiet time
that morning.

Mom and Dad, rest as-
sured, you can do this.

The Lord has given you
more than enough power
and wisdom through the

children, He gives instruction on how
to make that happen within the daily
rhythms of life. He says, “Talk about
them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up”
(Deuteronomy 6:7b).
What is Moses de-
scribing?
As the primary
disciple-makers of
the home, the Lord
has given parents the
privilege to engage
children intentionally with

FAITH

Holy Spirit to be the disciple-maker
your children need.
He simply asks you to be inten-
tional.
(EDITOR’S NOTE - If you are
interested in learning more
about how this new ministry
can help your congregation,
contac se-
nior consultant for Family
Evangelism and Disciple-

ship, at (800) 395-5102,
ext. 5647, or

HOME
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Steven Johnson’s enduring faith motivates others

teven Johnson began playing
Sfootball at a young age in Media,

Penn. He’s now an accomplished
professional linebacker, but the road to
his dream hasn’t been easy. What seemed
difficult at the time, Johnson now sees as
part of a plan that has made him stronger
both on and off the field.

During his teen years, Johnson’s

parents divorced,

he faced bullying at
school, and he didn’t
make the varsity
squad until senior
year. Johnson got

a break after being
named team captain
and winning all-state
and regional recogni-
tion his final year. But
it wasn’t enough to
win him scholarships

ROMAN GABRIEL 11l
Sports Q &A

to major university football programs, so
he went on to play at a small prep-school.

In his first season, Johnson received a
devastating knee injury that put him out
for the year. Depressed and physically
hurting, he learned to rely on God in
ways unknown to him before.

He walked on at the University of Kan-
sas the following season, and received a
scholarship the year after. Again Johnson
proved his talent on the field. He won
awards and led the team in tackles.

After graduating from college, John-
son participated in the National Football
League’s (NFL) Scouting Combine. It
did not result in a draft pick, but the
Denver Bronco’s offered him a chance
to compete for a position at their pre-
season camp. Johnson made the team and
continued on the roster for three years,
playing beside one of the game’s greatest
quarterbacks, Peyton Manning.

He then spent one year with the Ten-
nessee Titans, and now enters his fifth
season with the Pittsburgh Steelers, hop-
ing to gain a starting position. Johnson
and his wife, Stephanie, have started
|The Faith Motivated Foundation, which
seeks to encourage kids and adults to
set and achieve their goals and to live a
healthy lifestyle, by motivating through
Christ. Johnson has taken a rocky road
into the NFL, and it’s required a large
measure of faith in God and lots of hard
work.

Q = What is it like to play for a qual-
" ity, successful head coach like
Mike Tomlin?

A = When you play for a coach that

= has a spiritual compass like Mike
Tomlin, you feel a sense of favor and you
car’t really explain it. With Mike Tomlin

Steven Johnson, right, loves being part of the Steeler Nation. He also uses his platform as an NFL player
to spread the gospel through his daily life and The Faith Motivated Foundation, an organization he
started with his wife, Stephanie. Johnson wants to encourage kids and adults to set and achieve their
goals and to live a healthy lifestyle by motivating through Christ. (Contributed photos, graphics)

- and I’ve only told a few people this - he
kind of feels like my dad.

Literally, it’s that kind of trust in a
coach. When you mess up, he will get
on you, but he won’t beat you down. He
wants to make you better, and he always
tells the truth. And that’s all you can ask
for in this business, for guys to be honest
with you and tell you the truth.

Q = That has to be a confidence
® builder. Do you want to play
harder for a coach that tells it like it is?

= Yes. “Do I need to work on some-
= thing? Do I need to get better at
this?” - he will say, “Yeah, you do.”
Some coaches don’t necessarily do
that. With Coach Tom you get it straight.
I love “Steeler Nation,” and being in
Pittsburgh is truly a blessing.
L hope I can be a Steeler for the rest of
my career. It’s definitely an honor and a
privilege to be a part of that organization.

Q = Our organization, was

= honored to have you as one of
our keynote speakers at our “Faith and
Football” live Super Bowl outreach.

How did that experience impact you?

A. It was great. I had a chance to give
= fans an inside look into my life:
what I have been through; my relation-
ship with God; how I was brought up in
my faith; and how I am still living by that
today. I think it’s cool that many guys in
the NFL today are active in sharing their
faith in God. That’s what its all about,
spreading the gospel.

Q = You have such a great heart for
® kids, but you are straight up in
your message to them.

A. Exactly. Not everyone is going to
® be an NFL athlete or an NBA All-
Star. That’s just how it is. We need doc-
tors, teachers, firefighters and lawyers.
That gift God gives us - did you use it in
the right way and give back to the next
generation?

That’s what it’s all about, you know.
It’s a never-ending cycle. And we have to
continue to better ourselves.

We should all have one common goal,
and that’s to be successful in what we’re

called to do.

Q = You reach so many kids through
- your foundation.
I like that you take the time to person-
ally interact with many young people.

A = Through my Faith Motivated
® Foundation, that’s how I do out-
reach to a lot of kids.

I have kids come up to me all the time
wanting to talk to me. 'm like “Wow!”
Sometimes we exchange information
- it can be a phone call or sometimes I
have opportunity to treat them to lunch.
That’s what it’s all about.

When I was little, I followed guys (of
faith) like Brian Dawkins and Duce Staley,
because I was a huge Philadelphia Eagles
fan.

I didm’t realize it at the time because I
was so young, but the gifts that God gave
us, we have to pass it on to someone else
and keep this thing going.

See Johnson page 8


https://brnow.org/Resources/Sports-with-Roman-Gabriel-III
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Q = What I enjoy about you is you’re down to earth,
* with a very positive message, and you show kids

that side of you.

= Yes, 'm an NFL football player, but I’'m also just a

® regular person, you know what I mean? I eat pizza on
the weekend. I love French fries. We’re regular people just
like you, and we love God. I know that if you love God and
trust in Him, He can take you farther than you could ever
imagine.

Q = Who are some current players that you look up to
= in the NFL?

A. I talk to Matthew Slater (Super Bowl Champion, New
® England Patriots) throughout the off-season. He’s
always sharing his faith with me, along with his trials and
tribulations; how he’s been in this league for so long; his ac-
complishments - so many Pro Bowls and accolades. I want
to go to the Pro Bowl, and God knows that’s the desire of my
heart. I’'m going to continue to stick it out, and go forward.

Visif faithmotivated.ord and connect with Johnson on Twit-
ter[@smj2852.

(EDITOR’S NOTE - Roman Gabriel I1I is an evangelist and
motivational speaker. Visit the Faith Family Sports websz'te:
Hear his Sold Out Sports Talk Radio program on American Family
Radio in 200 cities nationally or streaming live at. Visit his

website: Facebook: Roman Gabriel I1I} connect

on Twitter:(@romangabriel3rd. Contact at (910) 431-6483 or email:

| B
Pittsburgh Steeler Steven Johnson, center, enjoys
working with and encouraging children through

New Huckabee show to
‘encourage, edify, entertain’

Baptist Press

ormer Arkansas Governor and U.S. presidential hope-
ful Mike Huckabee looks for his new talk show to be a

“wholesome, watchable program for the whole family.”
Huckabee recently announced the fall debut of his show on
the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN).

“Anybody who ever watched the show that I did on the FOX
News Channel will be familiar with the idea of information and
inspiration,” Huckabee said when he announced the show from
TBN’s Jerusalem studio May 24. Huckabee was in Israel for
President Donald Trump’s visit to the nation. “It’s not so much a
Christian program ... but it will be a program hosted by a believer,
so we’ll have a worldview that will never offend the people of
faith,” Huckabee said. “It hopefully will encourage, edify and even
entertain.”

Promoted simply as “Huckabee,” the hour-long show will
broadcast live from the heart of downtown Nashville, Tenn., TBN
Chairman Matt Crouch said from Jerusalem.

“Basically, the Huckabee show is coming back,” Crouch said,
“and ... it’s going to be on Trinity Broadcasting.” Crouch praised
Huckabee for the success of his FOX News talk show that received
top ratings airing from 2008-2015. The religious broadcasting sta-
tion will schedule Huckabee in the same weekend time slot as did
FOX, where the show drew 2 million viewers, half of them among
25-year-olds to 54-year-olds, TBN said.

TBN describes Huckabee as “one of the nation’s foremost
Christian and political voices.” TBN airs in more than 175 nations,

|soldoutrg3@gmail.con1.)

u
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his foundation. (Contributed photo)

in 14 languages and on 30 global networks.[B3]

From 1968-70 I communicated with FMB officials
through letters and telephone calls, asking them to send
young college graduates in the newly formed mission-
ary Journeyman program to Tehran as English teachers.
Iranian students were eager to learn English at Arma-
ghan Institute. We believed it would be easy to get work
permits from the government of Iran for a dozen Jour-
neyman each year to teach English, using the Bible as the
textbook. Also, I asked FMB to send professors to teach
in several Iranian universities in Tehran and Shiraz.

No Journeymen or professors were sent to the Iranian
people.

What if dozens of missionaries would have been
called and sent to Iram?

I persuaded FMB to sponsor a conference on “Wit-
nessing to Muslims” in Tehran in 1969. It was the
board’s first conference on that theme. Two missionar-
ies from each of 14 countries gathered to present papers.
Bishop Hassan Deghani, the first native Iranian Bishop
of the Anglican Church in Iran and a Muslim convert,
addressed the missionaries.

The conference inspired missionaries to call for ex-
panded efforts to reach Muslims.

The bishop and his wife were later attacked in their
home and forced to flee Iran at the beginning of the Ira-
nian Revolution. Arriving in England, they learned their
son, who had been my colleague at Damavand College,
was murdered in the streets of Tehran. Thus, another
clarion call was sent out by field missionaries to send
others to the Muslim peoples.

During my first sabbatical at [Southeastern Baptist]
[Theological Seminary|in 1980-°81, FMB asked me to

travel to Europe to meet with Baptist church leaders
and missionaries to ascertain the conditions of the new
immigration advance into the Netherlands, France and
Germany.

Thousands of Muslim immigrants were entering
these countries from South Asia, the Middle East and
North Africa. They were gathering in religious ethnic
ghettos, forming Islamic associations and building
mosques.

It seemed obvious they planned to stay in those coun-
tries and maintain their own nationalistic, ethnic and
religious heritage.

The limited number of national Baptist pastors and
FMB-sent missionaries began to show concern about
relations with the Muslims in their new cities. They
voiced their concerns and asked for help in reaching
Muslims.

Upon my return to the states, I sent a report of my
research and findings. I sounded the alarm voiced by
the pastors and missionaries of the region, asking for
immediate assistance with personnel that are equipped
with the language of the various immigrant groups and
that have an understanding of Islamic beliefs and cul-
tures. We reasoned that if Muslims could be reached in
the early days of entry into Europe, before they settled
into the emerging Islamic communities, they would be
more open to the gospel.

There was little measured response by FMB to the Is-
lamic advance into Europe by Muslim immigrants from
Turkey, Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Arab Middle East,
Iran, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya and Morocco.

What if personnel from stateside churches had re-

sponded to the presence of Muslims in Europe?

What if the vision had been caught and missionaries
had been called and sent to the heartland of Islam when
nations were more open to receive them?

I am most thankful to all who have responded to
the call to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to Muslim
peoples through the years. I am thankful to have had
the strength in these latter years at Southeastern and
at Campbell Divinity to take several thousand students
and others into mosques so they could learn, as well as
share our witness.

Ringing in my ears and pressing on my heart are two
hymns of my earlier years that influenced many in the
call to missions to Muslims: “All to Jesus I Surrender”
and “Wherever He Leads I'll Go.”

“Surrender,” “wherever” and “He leads” are the
foundational and operative words in all mission jour-
neys and opportunities. God loves Muslim peoples.

What if more Baptists had responded to a call to
take the gospel to Muslims? With IMB’s recent strate-
gies and an increased burden for missions within our
churches, more Baptists are willing to go to the Muslim
populations of the world today. God willing, more will
respond in the future. “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel ...” Matthew 28:19-20.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: George Braswell is the author of nine
books, the Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Missions and
World Religions of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
and recently retired as senior professor of world religions at
[Campbell University Divinity School} He is the founding director
of the George W. and Joan O. Braswell World Religions and Global
Cultures Center at Campbell. B3]
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Wilkes County church to build inclusive play park

By SETH BROWN | BR Content Editor

airplains Baptist Church in North
FWﬂkesboro is sending a message

to their community by introduc-
ing the area’s first inclusive play park.

Pastor David Dyer said the congrega-
tion wants families with special needs
children to know “there is a church
that’s thinking of them and wants to
show the love of Christ to them in a real,
tangible way.”

Inclusive play equipment is specially
designed to allow children with both
physical and mental special needs to play
alongside their peers, overcoming chal-
lenges posed by traditional playground
equipment.

For example, the often humorous
buildup of static electricity that occurs
when children play on plastic slides can
short-circuit cochlear implants worn
by those with a hearing impairment.
Also, loose playground surfacing, such
as mulch, can render the space inacces-
sible to a child with a wheelchair or other
mobility device.

The Wilkes Play Park proposed by
Fairplains would offer a metal roller slide
to eliminate static and poured rubber
surfacing to facilitate mobility. Other
features include bucket seat swings with
harnesses; an accessible zip-line; and
a number of sensory-rich play stations
to engage visual, tactile and auditory
systems.

“The goal is to have children with
special needs playing alongside children
without special needs,” said Dyer in
a phone call with the .

“Most places aren’t set up to accommo-
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date that kind of interaction. We want
those kids playing together.”

A newsletter released by the church
said, “We can change the way our future
citizens and leaders identify people with
special needs. By embracing and cel-
ebrating different abilities, everyone can
develop understanding and compassion
for others like never before.”

The pastor also emphasized the proj-
ect’s community focus.

“We want people to know this is not
a church playground,” he said. “This is a
community play park that happens to be
on church property.”

The inclusive playground, along with
an adjacent ADA-compliant building and
outdoor seating area, will be available
for birthday parties and other events by
reservation at no cost. The area will be
open for use seven days a week, and it
will feature nighttime lighting.

Dyer said it’s the only place of its
kind, not only in Wilkes County, but

in the surrounding areas as well. The
church wanted to meet “a real need that
exists in our community,” and this is
how God led them, according to Dyer.

The congregation views the project
as an outreach ministry. Several panels
with Bible verses and a cross will feature
prominently throughout the play area.

“I dom’t have to be down there for
those kids and families to see the gos-
pel,” Dyer said.

“First, they see it in our action: we’ve
done this because of Jesus. Second they
see it in the actual pieces. There’s scrip-
ture everywhere in this park. The cross

Contribue photo)

is literally part of the surfacing. You can’t
get around it; you’ve got to go over it. All
that is very intentional.”

With the financial support of the
community, local businesses and other
churches, Fairplains has raised more
than $107,000 of the $221,000 needed to
complete the project, which they hope to
unveil Sept. 9.

For more information, contact Dyer at
(336) 452-9221. Donations can be made
online at|GoFundMe.com/WilkesPlayParl{
or checks mailed to Fairplains Baptist
Church, 141 Fairplains Church St., North
Wilkesboro, NC 28659.[B3]
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How to involve more women in SBC life

ver the past several years, the culture of

the [Southern Baptist Convention|(SBC) has

begun to shift as more pastors and leaders
desire to see the convention grow in diversity. This is
encouraging, as the SBC should
not be known as a club for white,
male pastors but rather a united
body, which reflects the Kingdom
of God.

Intentional steps are being
taken to move the convention for-
ward, though to be sure, there is
much work left to do. As the SBC
continues to focus efforts and
leadership influence toward ra-
cial reconciliation and increasing
diversity in other ways, another
challenge has emerged: how to
better engage female leaders in the life of the SBC.

The convention traditionally provides community
and support for women in several different contexts.
The annual meeting, along with state convention and
local associational gatherings, host various luncheons
and breakouts for women, the majority of which are
designed for pastors’ wives.

The SBC often reaches and connects this segment of
women effectively through traditional methods. How-
ever, in the midst of a changing culture, where women
occupy many roles beyond that of a pastor’s wife or
children’s ministry leader, we must ask how the SBC is
going to involve other women more fully.

We should not discount the efforts that have already
been made - it is good to support and connect ministry
wives and offer networks for women living on mission.
These circles are filled with women who benefit from
the resources and the fellowship. Yet there are many
women leading in today’s SBC churches in other ways.

Female leaders are now sitting at tables in strategic
meetings, heading ministry departments and occupying
high capacity positions in SBC churches and entities.
Many of these roles are traditionally thought to be roles

DEAN INSERRA

Guest Column

for men, but a quick survey of growing SBC churches re-
veals that women too are stepping into new director and
executive-level leadership. They are excelling alongside
their male counterparts.

So how will the SBC engage
these women?

The days of limiting women
to a “Ladies Tea” and narrow-
focused small-group gatherings
are no longer sufficient.

Creating social networks are
| important, but most women to-
day want not only to be brought
into the social aspects of the SBC
but into the work of the conven-
tion as well.

As women serve as strong
leaders in their local church con-
texts, we should be working to see them represented
in the SBC both at the annual meeting and other gather-
ings.

Some may question the increase in female leadership,
but this is primarily an issue of culture, not theology.
No one is talking about challenging complementarian
views, and women are not demanding to be elected
elders or seeking to fill the pulpit.

Most women in SBC churches are simply seeking to
serve alongside men in their respective, God-designed
roles.

For women, these roles are not limited to women’s
ministry alone - though we certainly value female dis-
cipleship and should work even harder to equip women
leading in this ministry area.

Especially in non-traditional SBC churches, women
may occupy roles such as “Connections Director” or
“Membership & Assimilation.” The duties of these roles
may be similar to what another church would call a
“Discipleship Pastor.”

Does this mean that those two people, both leading at
high levels, can’t take part in the same kinds of networks
and gatherings? Certainly not.

ASHLYN PORTERO

Outside of programming designed specifically for
senior pastors, the SBC should work to involve more
women through its messaging, networks and events.
When the majority of content is directed toward pastors
alone, many think that in order to engage women, we
must create special, accessory events.

Many women are already working alongside men in
their churches, so to neglect them in SBC life is to do a
disservice to both genders and the convention.

What is the simple answer to engaging women more
in SBC life? Just ask them.

Many are eager to be a part of the work of the con-
vention in more active, hands-on ways. We should see
more women on the platform at the annual meeting,
encouraging their presence on committees and in panel
conversations.

We must involve the women who also care about the
future of SBC seminaries, entities and initiatives, and
educate more women to do the same.

To be sure, women have a long history of ministry
service in the SBC that should be acknowledged, but
perhaps there has never been such a contingent of
theologically conservative female leaders serving in local
churches as exists today. As a result, the leadership and
activity of the SBC should reflect this reality by equip-
ping and empowering more women to engage with SBC
polity.

There is an opportunity before us to display the many
possibilities for women to connect to SBC life.

Many women play the critical supportive role of
ministry wife, but there are many others who play dif-
ferent roles. The need for women’s involvement does
not stop there. A healthy convention will be one that
values the flourishing of female leaders in the church.
Within our complementarianism there should exist a
common delight and mutual support. In the past, a seat
at the table may have earned women a cup of tea. Now it
is time to invite them to the main course.

(EDITOR’S NOTE - Dean Inserra is lead pastor at[Cit)]
in Tallahassee, Fla. Ashlyn Portero serves City Church as
executive director.)

Ways to save your church’s history

are also valuable and should be captured

an attic or basement where water risk is

ings and that the Historical Committee

By MARCIA PHILLIPS | Guest Column

he Historical Committee of the
I [Baptist State Convention of]

(BSC) values the
collective story of what God has accom-
plished in our churches and knows you
do also. That story can only be known
and told to our present congregations
and future generations if it is first cap-
tured and preserved. A few simple, re-
sponsible steps can ensure that together
we save this story.

First, the records — minutes, photo-
graphs and personal remembrances, as
well as other bits and pieces that speak to
the unique story of your church - must
be collected and kept in a safe place.
What you may find scattered among stor-
age closets, filing cabinets and old desk
drawers could be the only documents
that support personal recollections. Mind
you, the memories of long-term members

in oral interviews that become written
documents or electronic copies.

The memories and the paperwork
together support the account of what
actually happened. Every church should
have a church historian that proactively
oversees the collecting and saving of its
history.

Second, your church building may
have storage space available for histori-
cal documents but it should meet some
basic requirements. Facts show that the
second greatest threat to old artifacts is
moisture in any form,; the third is fire, but
the single greatest threat to the survival
of historic records is humans who lose,
destroy or neglect protecting the docu-
ments.

The storage space should be dark with
consistent temperature and humidity.
This can be as simple as a locked closet
or filing cabinet, but should never be

highest in the form of flooding or leaks.

If any of your documents predate the
20th century, those records should be
stored separately from newer papers,
which are more wood pulp, highly acidic
and damaging.

For the same reason, older papers and
photographs are better stored in metal
containers (like filing cabinets) than
wooden or cardboard or even plastic
boxes.

Due to the risk of fire or other catas-
trophes, your church might consider
placing records in a place specially de-
signed to protect them - archives. Some
churches choose their local library or
historical society, but they may not be
well-trained or capable of providing the
best preservation resources.

There are two great options available
to Baptist churches in North Carolina
that are ideally suited for church hold-

highly recommend.

Wake Forest University (WFU) in
Winston-Salem has been historically the
official repository for the BSC, and its
library archives hold the physical records
of hundreds of churches. They are kept
in secure and protective housing, and are
currently being scanned to be made avail-
able online.

WEU has been very responsible in its
role of protecting Baptist history in North
Carolina and continues to make papers
available to researchers and genealogists.

I recently found a gentleman’s ances-
tor in church records in WFU’s holdings,
both as a slave before the Civil War and
a freedman afterwards. You never know
what purpose these records will serve in
the future.

Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in the town of Wake Forest also

See History page 12
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ACP: Churches up in 2016; baptisms, membership decline

By CAROL PIPES | LifeWay Christian Resources

outhern Baptists experienced

growth in the number of

churches that cooperate with
the[Southern Baptist Convention| (SBC)
in 2016, according to the latest Annual
Church Profile report (ACP).

However, other key measures declined
in 2016, including membership, baptisms,
average worship attendance and total
giving, according to the ACP compiled by
|LiteWay Christian Resources|in coopera-
tion with Baptist state conventions.

The number of churches cooperating
with the Southern Baptist Convention
grew by 479 to 47,272, a1 percent in-
crease over 2015. The number of Southern
Baptist churches has increased the last
18 years. Southern Baptist churches also
reported 4,492 church-type missions last
year.

Although the number of cooperating
Southern Baptist congregations grew,
reported membership of those churches
declined by 77,786, down 0.51 percent
to 15.2 million members. Average weekly
worship attendance declined 6.75 per-
cent to 5.2 million worshippers.

Southern Baptist churches baptized
280,773 people in 2016, a 4.89 percent
decline from the 295,212 reported in 2015.
The ratio of baptisms to total members
was one baptism for every 54 members.

“We would be remiss in not giving
thanks for every baptism and every new
follower of Christ,” said LifeWay Presi-
dent and CEO Thom S. Rainer.

Southern Baptists have seen a decline
in the number of baptisms for several
years, he said. “It’s clear that evangelism
and discipleship are waning. I don’t
believe it is due to the lack of opportuni-
ties, though. Instead, there is a lack of
engagement.”

Rainer said while most churchgoers
believe it’s their personal responsibility
to share their faith, most never do.

“We should follow Christ’s example
and pray to the Lord of the harvest to
send out workers,” Rainer said.

Rainer said he is thankful for SBC
President Steve Gaines’ emphasis on
prayer for spiritual awakening at this
year’s annual meeting.

m SBC Executive Com-
mittee president and CEO, noted “virtu-
ally everyone who sees these figures will
react negatively and lament the poor state
of our churches, our lack of evangelistic
fervor and our increasingly irrelevant
programs. Indeed, we all should.

“However, the stark reality of these
numbers should cause each of us to look
inwardly,” he said. “Am I sharing the
gospel as I should? Am I developing rela-
tionships with family, friends, cowork-
ers and others with whom I can gain an
opportunity to share the Good News? Am
I burdened for the lost and praying for
their salvation?”

Giving & missions expenditures
Giving among Southern Baptists was
down slightly in 2016. Undesignated
church receipts increased 0.67 percent
to $9.2 billion. However, total church
receipts reported through the ACP de-
creased 0.73 percent to $11.5 billion.
Total missions expenditures also de-
creased 1.3 percent to $1.19 billion.
Giving through Southern Baptists’
Cooperative Program (CP) mission initia-
tive is not broken out in the ACP annual
report. Instead, CP totals are reported
by the SBC Executive Committee, which
facilitates the mission gifts to the SBC’s
national and international missions and
ministries.
With the release of the total number
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of churches through the ACP report, the
Executive Committee has calculated the
average CP percentage from the conven-
tion’s cooperating churches for 2015-2016
as 5.16 percent, down 0.02 percent from
last year’s 5.18 percent, according to
Page. The states reported receiving a total
of $475,212,293 in CP gifts in 2015-2016, of
which $190,468,781, or 40.08 percent, was

s B Uing. Lisvvey Pass feskcls ™ 1770010 R . WL

forwarded to the Executive Committee
for distribution through the SBC Coop-
erative Program allocation budget.

The ACP is an annual statistical report
churches voluntarily provide to their lo-
cal Baptist associations and/or their state
conventions. National totals are compiled
and released after all cooperating state
conventions have reported.

2018 VBS aims to help kids get their ‘Game On)’

By AARON WILSON | LifeWay Christian Resources

s fans across the nation celebrated the NBA
and NHL finals,|LifeWay Christian Resources|

added to the sports enthusiasm by announc-

of this year’s VBS, to look forward to what’s in store for
the next year of ministry,” Thomas said.

Each day of next year’s VBS, students will learn
about a way Jesus equips His followers.

These lessons will each contain the gospel message

ing “Game On!” as its 2018 Vacation Bible School (VBS)
theme.

The theme is designed to help kids gear up for life’s
big game by teaching them Jesus has provided all they
need for the journey to which God calls them, LifeWay
VBS specialist Melita Thomas said.

“Kids are under so much pressure - to perform well,
to be the best, to balance schedules that are full to the
brim, to excel in every arena,” she said. “From that
vantage point, life’s big game can seem like no fun. But
when we step back, we realize the goal is not competing
in our own strength. God has already given us every-
thing we need.”

GEARING P
FOR LIFIFS
BO GAME
& PETER KX

“Game On!” was announced June 5 via a Facebook
Live reveal party hosted by LifeWay. The video gar-
nered more than 35,000 views in less than a day and was
shared 543 times.

“What’s impressive about those numbers is they
show that so many dedicated VBS workers will take
time in the middle of the day, many of them on day one

and will revolve around the key verse, 2 Peter 1:3: “His
divine power has given us everything required for life and godli-
ness through the knowledge of him who called us by His own glory
and goodness.”

VBS remains a strategic evangelism tool for many
churches. LifeWay’s VBS alone serves more than 25,000
churches reaching more than 3 million children. Life-
Way also announced the locations of its 2018 VBS
preview events.

The events will be in January at Ridgecrest, N.C.;
Fort Worth, Texas; Hendersonville, Tenn.; and for the
first time, Houston, Texas.

Visit |LifeWay.com/VBS|{ B


https://brnow.org
https://brnow.org
http://www.lifeway.com
https://vbs.lifeway.com
http://www.sbc.net
http://www.lifeway.com
http://frankpage.org
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Bethlehem builds for future

From press release

Imost two years ago, [Bethlehem]
[Baptist Church in Taylorsville,

N.C., was struck by lightning,
triggering a fire that destroyed most of its
facilities.

Sun., June 11, members broke ground
on new facilities to include a sanctuary,
family life center and educational space.

“Our community has been amazing,”
said Wayne Caviness, senior pastor, in a
press release sent to the [Biblical Recorder}
“Fire departments from Alexander, Ca-
tawba and Caldwell counties, EMS, law
enforcement, county personnel and many
business and community volunteers
helped save the educational building
from a complete loss. These efforts were
just the beginning of an overwhelming
outpouring of love and support.”

The church invited the community to a
special groundbreaking service followed
by worship and a meal.

A fire, ignited July 18, 2015, after
multiple lightning strikes, destroyed
two-thirds of the church’s facilities. The
Biblical Recorder published an article about
the fire in its Aug. 1, 2015, issue.

“Our location has changed for a
while,” Caviness said, “but the God we
serve is never-changing, and we are con-

tinuing in the mission to which He has
called us.”

The day after the fire in 2015, the
church met at Bethlehem Elementary
School for its Sunday worship.

The church continued to meet at the
school until renovations were completed
on the remaining portion of the building
Dec. 20, 2015.

The large cross, which displayed
painted messages and is considered a
landmark that many identify with the
church, was unharmed in the front yard
of the sanctuary. To make way for the
new construction, the cross was moved
to the front of the existing youth house
building.

Winstead Architecture and Moss-
Marlow Building Company were chosen
for the projects.

In addition to much prayer, discussion
and a church-wide needs assessment, the
building committee visited numerous
churches to determine God’s direction
for the project.

Winstead Architecture took the
input from the committee and produced
architectural renderings for the proposed
construction, which were presented to
the church on July 17, 2016.

“We were blown away by what they
did,” said Dwayne Simmons, building

Plans for Bethlehem Baptist Church include a new sanctuary, baptistry and prayer room. “It is our
desire that these facilities will honor God, and that He will bless them to be powerful tools to impact our
community and world for Jesus Christ now and for generations to come,” said Wayne Caviness, senior
pastor. (Contributed photo)

committee chairman. “We never really
talked about a ‘look.” We expressed the
needs we wanted the facility to meet, and
turned it over to them. The results far
exceeded our expectations.”

The new facility includes a 9,000-plus-
square-foot sanctuary, a new baptistry
and prayer room as well as a centralized
welcome center. The new family life
center will accommodate a basketball
and volleyball courts, a commercial grade
kitchen and storage for tables and chairs.

Nearly 20,000 square feet of admin-
istrative and classroom space offer room
for the church to grow.

Moss-Marlow received working draw-
ings for the construction in November
2016. Once these plans were accepted,
they went through an approval process
with Alexander County.

“We are excited about the plans for a
new worship center, educational space
and family life center,” Caviness said.
“It is our desire that these facilities will
honor God, and that He will bless them
to be powerful tools to impact our com-
munity and world for Jesus Christ now
and for generations to come.”

Contact (828) 495-7250 or visit

pethlehembc.org

Lottie Moon offering nears $153 million

H iStO ry Continued from page 10

has well-developed and professional archives that include
some special collections, like the papers of the Conservative
Resurgence movement and recent convention leaders. They
welcome the donation of church records and have an equally
strong preservation environment and, like WFU, make re-
cords very accessible to patrons.

Both of these archives can be contacted through the links
at their online websites.

Finally, we encourage each church to write its story and
produce it in a book or other form for its members, and as
a testimony to the community of what God is doing inside
your church walls.

Include the details from minutes along with personal ac-
counts of what makes your church unique, such as missions
emphasis or community outreach. Show your church’s heart.

The Historical Committee gives an award each year to the
best written book.

It’s now also granting an award for the best church history
in another format, such as a timeline, compact disc or other
media.

Submissions can be made for the 2017 contest through July
30.

So, collect your church’s history, preserve it in a safe way
and then find a way to communicate it. And by all means,
make sure you give a copy to the BSC so we can all rejoice
with you in God’s goodness in your local congregation.

(EDITOR’S NOTE - Marcia Phillips is the chair of the Baptist Re-
cords and Documents Subcommittee of the[BSQs Historical Committee.
She has a master’s degree in historic preservation and has worked as
an archivist for several Christian universities. Phillips> husband, Bill,
serves as pastor of Blaise Baptist Churchlin Mocksville.)

By DAVID ROACH | Baptist Press & BR staff

he 2016-17{Lottie Moon Christmas Offering]
I (LMCO) for International Missions reached
its fourth highest total ever, closing at ap-
proximately $153 million, according to data released
June 7 by the[International Mission Board|(IMB).

The 2016-17 LMCO was down 7.7 percent from the
previous year’s record total ($165.8 million). An IMB
spokesperson called last year’s record-setting spike in
giving an “anomaly,” alluding to the generous re-
sponse of Southern Baptists as the IMB implemented
a staff reduction plan to counteract deep budget defi-
cits from previous years.

The five-year LMCO giving record is as follows:

© 2016-17: $153 million

@ 2015-16: $165.8 million

@ 2014-15: $153 million

® 2013-14: $154 million

@ 2012-13: $149 million

This year’s total is within 1 percent of 2013-14’s $154
million total, which was the second highest LMCO
ever given by Southern Baptists.

The exact 2016-17 total, which was released to Bap-
tist Press, is $152,982,560.94. That amount approached
the offering’s $155 million goal and is approximately
equal to the IMB’s 2016-17 LMCO budget projection of
$153.5 million.

“As we consider billions of people who have yet to
hear the gospel, we as Southern Baptists realize the
best way we can play our part in fulfilling the Great
Commission is through cooperative effort in pray-

ing, giving, going and sending,” said IMB President
David Platt in the press release. “Thank you, South-
ern Baptists, for giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering to support a growing mission force working
to make disciples and multiply churches around the
world. Through the generosity of every single South-
ern Baptist who gave, the grace of God is resounding
to the glory of God among more and more people and
peoples.”

Sandy Wisdom-Martin, executive director/trea-
surer of national Woman’s Missionary Union|which
promotes the offering in partnership with IMB,
expressed her gratitude for the gifts.

“It is amazing to realize that since 1888, Southern
Baptists have given nearly $4.4 billion” to the LMCO,
Wisdom-Martin said. “We are grateful for the count-
less churches that continue to keep missions as a
priority.

“Today I intensely feel the weight of my personal
call to help Christians develop spiritually toward a
missions lifestyle,” she said. “We must be profoundly
aware of God’s work in the world, bold in our
prayers and sacrificial in our generosity. The cause of

Christ demands nothing less.”[B3]

Binow.org
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NCBAM develops HomeMeds pilot program

By CAROL LAYTON | NCBAM Communications

ith the mission to help aging
W adults maintain their inde-

pendence,[North Carolinal
[Baptist Aging Ministry|(NCBAM) targets
its programs and services on the key
reasons older adults lose their indepen-
dence. Medication-related problems and
errors endanger the lives and well-being
of a high percentage of adults over age
65 — putting them at increased risk of
falls, dizziness, confusion and other side
effects.

To reduce these risks, NCBAM part-
nered with HomeMeds - an evidence-
based national program that addresses
medication safety as well as quality of
life issues. The HomeMeds partnership
began in January as NCBAM?s regional
directors, Yvetta Smith (east area) and
Debra Kuykendall (central west area),
formed a pilot program in eastern North
Carolina. The HomeMeds program was
started with funds donated by
Hock Baptist Church|in Edenton. Rocky
Hock generously donated the proceeds of
its 2016 fishing tournament to NCBAM.

Seventeen volunteers from eight
churches were certified in the
HomeMeds program at the January

HOMEMEDS

training held at Rocky Hock. Another of
NCBAM’s partners, Nicole Hiegl, aging
service coordinator for the High Country
Area Agency on Aging, trained the volun-
teers to implement the program.

HomeMeds volunteers visit the homes
of aging adults at risk - documenting
medications and recording blood pres-
sure and pulse. A computerized assess-
ment is created and then reviewed by
a licensed pharmacist who makes any
recommendations for improvement.
Primary care physicians are alerted if the
pharmacist notes any immediate medica-
tion interactions. There is no charge for
participating in the program and confi-
dentiality is guaranteed. Volunteers make
return visits to participants to deliver
lists of their medications along with let-
ters to share with their physicians.

While in the home, volunteers are
trained to offer additional benefits
from NCBAM’s Priority #1: Prevention
program. Each participant receives an
NCBAM Red Bag for storing all medica-

— s Lo
NCBAM regional directors, Debra Kuykendall, center, and Yvetta Smith, right, worked with High Country
Aging Service Coordinator, Nicole Hiegl, to develop a HomeMeds pilot program in eastern North Carolina.

tions in one place. An NCBAM home
safety assessment can also be performed
which includes checking for working
smoke alarms, sufficient lighting and
grab bars. Participants are also informed
about SHIIP (Seniors’ Health Insurance
Information Program) - a service of
North Carolina’s Department of Insur-
ance that helps Medicare recipients
choose the most cost-effective prescrip-
tion drug plan.

While NCBAM’s HomeMeds pilot
program ended in May, it will be evalu-
ated for effectiveness and sustainability.

Sandy Gregory, NCBAM’s director,
would like to introduce HomeMeds
across the state. “Medication errors are
a very serious, but preventable, prob-
lem among aging adults,” Gregory said.
«“With help from North Carolina Baptists,
we hope to make a big difference across
the state as we use this evidence-based
tool to help aging adults safely remain
in their own homes and enjoy improved
quality of life.”

Contact Yvetta Smith at|ysmith@bch
Debra Kuykendall at
dall@bchfamily.ord or call (877) 506-2226.[B3]

GRADUATES

|Campbell University Divinity School|

¢ Doctor of ministry — Lillian Wells Galphin, Fuquay Varina; David
John Hailey Jr., Chapel Hill; Bennie David Jones Jr., Charlotte;
Charles Kenneth Royal Jr., Buies Creek; Jeffrey Dean Sholar,
Fayetteville; Virginia Ross Taylor, Chapel Hill; Wendy Briscoe Tingle,
Buies Creek; William Christopher Turner, Angier; Ricky J. Warren,
Dunn; and Joshua Michael Whitfield, Deep Run.

e Master of divinity — Johnny O’Brian Ashe, Henderson; Jonathan
Levi Blackburn, Angier; Stephanie Diane Bohannon, Wilmington;
Lakisha B. Caldwell, Raleigh; Jonette Laureen Camp, Fayetteville;
Graham Culbertson, Lincolnton; Cameron Thomas Dunn, Dunn;
Roosevelt Ethridge Jr., Wilson; Danielle Glaze, Leland; Thomas
Jeffery Greene Il, Hamlet; Raynard Felister Griffin, Wilmington; Amy
Elizabeth Hill Herring, Durham; Charlie Melvin Lane, Hope Mills; To-
nia Lynn Lea, Yanceyville; Brandon D. McLauchlin, Fayetteville; Katie
Medlin, Durham; Amber Nichole Mitchell, Lillington; Susan Sierer
Morin, Raleigh; Daniel Ryan Mullens, Bethel; Mary Blake Lindley
Needham, Snow Camp; Lisa Lynn Orr, Fayetteville; Wallace Marvin
Ownley, Hertford; Xavier D. Page |, Durham; Jessica Lauren Smith,
Spencer; Shekanah Elisa Solomon, Raleigh; Sharon Thompson-
Journigan, Fayetteville; Jordan David Tripp, Weldon; Elizabeth Ann
Villegas, Morehead City; Holly Willenbrock, Buies Creek; and Genetta
Williams, Fayetteville.

e Master of arts in Christian ministry — Allyson Harper Cook,
Wilmington; Howard Lee Herring, Dunn; and Ashley Coley Sasser,
Elizabethtown.

[ Gardner-Webb University School of Divinity

¢ Doctor of ministry in pastoral ministries — Richard Lee Hamrick,
Lawndale; Kimberly Denise Moore, Gastonia; Jeffrey Cook Hayes,
Fletcher; and Martha Dixon Kearse, Charlotte.

e Doctor of ministry in pastoral care and counseling — Diane Lee
Tugel, Waxhaw.

e Master of divinity (concentration in pastoral care and counsel-
ing) — Jamie Carroll Hazel, Morganton; Astra Lavette Aker, Harris-
burg; and Michael Robert Mitchell, Concord.

e Master of divinity (concentration in biblical studies) — David
Wachter Jr., Hickory; and John Randolph Wright, Shelby.

e Master of divinity (concentration in Christian education)

— Joanne Jacene DeVoe, Lattimore; Sandra Camp, Gastonia; and
Jeanna Sherrill Spiker, Cherryville.

e Master of divinity (concentration in pastoral ministries) — Nicho-
las Hall Clanton, Charlotte; and Cedric Djuan Starr, Shelby.

e Master of divinity (concentration in pastoral care and counsel-
ing) — Jacqueline Hampton, Forest City; and Yolanda Mechell Wilson,
Shelby.

[Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary|
e Master of theological studies — Timothy Burriss, Sanford.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary|
e Doctor of philosophy — Jared Thomas, Gastonia.
e Master of theology — Josh Peeler, Charlotte.

|Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary|

e Master of arts in Christian studies — Luis C. Jerezbre, Raleigh.

e Master of arts in ethics, theology and culture — Zachary Dan
Parks, Garner.

e Master of arts in Old Testament — Robert Coleman, Wake Forest.
e Master of arts in philosophy of religion — Amber Bowen, Raleigh.
e Master of arts in biblical counseling — Lindsay Foti Baggett,
Fayetteville; Bethany Lee Carey, Charlotte; Christine Nicole Fowler,
Monroe; and Sarah Hope Fowler, Monroe.

e Master of arts in Christian education and biblical counseling —
Christopher Michael Thomas, Durham.

e Master of arts in church planting — Cassandra Davis, Wake For-
est.

e Master of arts in ministry to women — Christina Renee Devlin,
Raleigh.

e Advanced master of divinity — Stephen August Bradley, Greenville.

e Master of divinity with biblical counseling — Johnathon Curtis
Baggett, Fayetteville.

e Master of divinity with Christian ethics — David C. Quackenbos,
Raleigh.

e Master of divinity with Christian ministry — Brandon Shay
Andrews, Granite Falls; Daniel William Blackburn Jr., Selma; Ryan
Wilson Doty, Kings Mountain; Dennis Daren Funderburk, Cary;
Sheldon Green, Hickory; Freddie Gene Jackson Il, Apex; Bradley
David Johnson, Wilmington; Christopher Krycho, Raleigh; Zach Long,
Advance; Kevin Moore Il, High Point; Christopher R. Pauley, States-
ville; Evan Alexander Phillips, Charlotte; Joshua Mark Reid, Cary;
Jonathan Stafford, Winston-Salem; and Brian K. Young, Durham.

e Master of divinity with worship leadership — Jonathan D. Stout,
Wake Forest.

e Master of theology — Matthew Brian Foshee, Wake Forest; and
Joseph Lee Thigpen, Raleigh.

e Doctor of ministry — Kelly Mark Bullard, Fayetteville; Joshua David
Franklin, Wake Forest; Derrick Shad Hicks, Monroe; James Telford
Kendall, Apex; and Joshua Dean Via, Rolesville.

e Doctor of education — Samuel Thomas Currin, Oxford; and Andrew
I. Ham, Wake Forest.

e Doctor of philosophy — Peter Micah Anderson, Wake Forest; David
Carter Crowther, Pittsboro; Robert 0. Herrington, Greensboro; and
Thomas Andrew West, Raleigh.

[The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary|

e Doctor of ministry — Frank Anderson Lackey Jr., Statesville

¢ Doctor of philosophy — John D. Morrison, Elkin.

e Master of divinity — Brian Karl Davis, Charlotte; Lacy G Hudson,
Asheville; Brad Lovin, Andrews; Elias C Still IV, Harrisburg.

[Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary|
e Master of theological studies — Marcus D. Hayes, Hendersonville.

[The College at Southeastern|
e Master of arts in intercultural studies — Brian Mark Goodwin,
Kings Mountain.



http://www.ncbam.org
http://www.ncbam.org
mailto:ysmith@bchfamily.org
mailto:ysmith@bchfamily.org
mailto:dkuykendall@bchfamily.org
mailto:dkuykendall@bchfamily.org
http://www.rockyhockbaptistchurch.org
http://www.rockyhockbaptistchurch.org
https://brnow.org
https://divinity.campbell.edu
http://www.gardner-webb.edu/academic-programs-and-resources/colleges-and-schools/divinity/index
http://www.sebts.edu
http://nobts.edu
http://www.collegeatsoutheastern.com
https://swbts.edu
http://www.sbts.edu
http://www.mbts.edu
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BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE

See Their Worth

Focal passage: 2 Samuel 11:1-9, 14-17

11 of us have a tendency to
think we are the center of the
universe.

The self-absorption each of us has
with ourselves explains the popularity of
social media. Yet, the worst self-absorp-
tion is the kind that allows a person to
value their own pleasure or interest at the
expense of others. In 2 Samuel 11, we find
that even David, a man after God’s own
heart, was guilty of such an attitude.

David looked from his palace roof
upon the housetops below where he saw
a beautiful woman bathing (2 Samuel
11:2).

First, David was not viewing Bathshe-
ba as another person with feelings, emo-
tions and a family but as a sexual object
that he could use for his own pleasure.

Second, David allowed his own de-
sires to outweigh his responsibilities to
his neighbor, his God and as king.

When David learned that Bathsheba
was the wife of one of his trusted sol-
diers, this did not prevent him from
bringing her to his bedroom (2 Samuel
11:3-4).

In a situation that continued to spiral
downhill, David acted against Uriah by
taking his wife and, eventually, his life

June 25

(2 Samuel 11:14-17). The story is a sad and
sobering reminder that all of us, no mat-
ter how much we love Jesus, can fail to
see others as God sees them.

On the other hand, Christ, although
He is the true center of the universe,
chose to act in the interest of others.
Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of Man did

July 2

Share Christ

Focal passage: John 1:35-49

s a child I remember my pastor,
Bob Marcaurelle, always saying,
“Christianity is just one genera-

tion from extinction.” He was right; we
have a faith meant to be shared.
We do not mind sharing good news

not come to be served, but to serve,

with friends and family. We

and to give His life — a ransom for
many.”

Rather than seeing others
as objects to be used, God saw
even in sinful humans valuable
souls to be loved and cher-
ished.

Paul reminds us that all of
us are to emulate Christ’s sac-
rificial act in the way we treat
and view others: “Do nothing ouf
of rivalry or conceit, but in humility
consider others as more important
than yourselves. Everyone should

DAVID CROWTHER
Pastor;
Mount Olive Baptist
Church, Pittsboro

recommend restaurants,
businesses, doctors and even
churches if we have had a posi-
tive experience in these places
or with these persons.

On the other hand, many
Christians say that Jesus is “the
best thing that ever happened
to me” but never recommend
Him to a friend or family
member.

We must share Christ with
others by telling them what He
has done for us and inviting

look out not only for his own inter-
ests, but also for the interests of others” (Philip-
pians 2:3-4).

When we see others as Christ sees
them, we will chose to act in their best
interest. To start, it will mean that we
see others at least as valuable and human
as ourselves and practice the “Golden
Rule.”

them to meet Him.

In just a few short verses, John the
evangelist paints a picture of how we are
to share Christ.

First, John the Baptist introduces two
of his disciples to Jesus (John 1:35-36).
Then, one of those disciples, Andrew,
introduces his brother, Simon Peter, to
Jesus (John 1:40-42).

EXPLORE THE BIBLE

Our Response

Focal Passage: Psalm 138:1-8

hen was the last time you
were overwhelmed with
gratitude to the Lord? At the

end of May, at our final Moms in Prayer
group meeting for the year, we celebrated
all the answers to prayer that we had seen
this year.

We thanked God for safety at our
schools, salvations that occurred at one
of our local high schools and our chil-
dren’s individual victories.

All the while each mom still had her
own struggle going on in her family. But,
we would all admit that God encouraged
our hearts through our prayers of thanks-
giving.

Psalm 138 is the perfect example of
this. In verses one through three, we read
David’s words of promise to thank God
and to bow down to Him.

Putting yourself in proper position
below the mighty God is a good thing.
Realizing that every perfect gift is from
Him (James 1:17), and acknowledging
that fact, allows you to praise Him for His

goodness. We should always thank God
for answering our prayers.

In the next three verses, David goes
on to state that all the kings will bow
down. This foreshadows Philippians

Likewise, another man, Phillip, met
Jesus (John 1:43) - possibly because of
the testimony of Andrew and Peter — and
immediately he found his friend, Nathan-
iel, and introduced him to Jesus (John
1:43-46).

It is clear that Christians must pass on
their faith - your experience with Jesus
cannot stop with you.

Not long ago I had the honor of offici-
ating at my own grandmother’s funeral.
When I was a child, my grandmother
shared Jesus with me and prayed that I
would meet Jesus. Although she suffered
from Alzheimer’s for the past decade, I
will never forget her godly Christian wit-
ness for so many years.

As I flipped through her worn and
tattered Bible, I found where she had
recorded her own testimony of faith that
involved how she heard the gospel from
others. On the next page, I saw my name
- along with the names of my brother
and cousins - along with the date of my
salvation.

My grandmother’s Bible reminded
me that though nearly 20 centuries have
passed since Jesus rose from the dead,
the faith has been kept alive as it has been
passed down from generation to genera-
tion. Pass it on by sharing Christ with
others.

July 2

His Presence

Focal Passage: Psalm 84:1-12

left a church youth event, and after

I was a good teenager, but one night I
dropping off a friend at her house, I

2:10-11 where we are told that
“every knee will bow ... and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord.”

Some will bow out of rever-
ence and awe and still others
out of fear, but all will bow
down.

Finally, David finishes this
Psalm by pointing out that
even if things are going wrong
in life God is present with him.
God will bring His purpose in
your life to fruition.

EMILY CARTER

Member;
University Hills Baptist
Church, Charlotte

headed back into town to hang

No problem, I still had two

il hours until curfew.

il  Except the father of the

[ girl I dropped off called my

dad and said I was on my way
home.

1l Since this was before every-

one had a cell phone, you can

imagine my dad’s worry as he

searched for me not knowing

where I was. When I got home,

my father was both relieved

“I am sure of this, that He who
started a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 1:6).

It is reassuring to know that God is
not yet finished.

When He is, His purpose for our lives
will be accomplished.

and annoyed, so much so
that he didn’t speak to me until the next
morning.

His worry had been relieved, but he
was undone. From that point forward,
I called before starting to drive home.
Why? Because my father, who loved me,
was waiting for me.

In the same way, the Heavenly Father
wants us home and in His presence.

Does your soul yearn for the courts of the
Lord? Does your heart and flesh cry out
for the living God? (Psalm 84:2) Is it your
passion to worship the Lord?

Verses five through seven point out
that as we focus on God, even as we go
through hard times, His strength will be
ours. Praising God strengthens us and
pleases Him.

The Psalmist seeks God’s favor
through prayer. Prayer is powerful and
effective. We should take it seriously. Just
as I never took my earthly father’s words
for granted after that night, we should
also not take for granted that we can go
before our heavenly Father’s throne at
any time and for any reason (Hebrews
10:19-22).

Thankfully our Father in heaven is not
searching frantically for us. He knows
where we are, and He is waiting patiently
for us to arrive home.

He longs for us to be with Him. I can
think of nothing better than being in His
presence.


http://www.mtolivebaptist.com
http://universityhills.org
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AROUND THE STATE

Obituaries

TIMOTHY ELBERT MCCLURE, 69, of Cornelia,
Ga., died May 27.

A native of Gaston County, N.C., McClure was a
member of Baldwin Baptist Church, Baldwin, Ga.

During his ministry, he pastored Southside Baptist
Church, Gastonia, N.C., and Temple Baptist Church,
Gastonia; and later worked for the Georgia Baptist Mis-
sion Board.

He is survived by his daughter, Tammie Tanner of
Gastonia; son, David McClure of Mount Holly, N.C.;
brother, Mike McClure of Bessemer City, N.C.; and four
grandchildren.

Memorials to: New Life Baptist Church, 527

lard of Clayton; her daughter-in-law, Jayme Spencer

of England; two brothers, Kyle Settles of California
and Bobby Settles of Indiana; two sisters, Gail Terry of
Indiana and Karen Cox of Goldsboro; and three grand-

children.
Staff change

CLINT MCKNIGHT has been called as pastor of
Horseshoe First Baptist Church. He is a Fruitland Bap-
tist Bible College student.

Ordination

CLINT MCKNIGHT was ordained April 30 at Cobb
Memorial Baptist Church, Rockingham. Assisting in
the service were C.J. Bordeaux, director of missions

Southern Baptist
Convention news

The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) annual meeting started after
we printed this edition of the Biblical Recorder. Please visit [BRnow)
[orglto get the latest news from the Pastor’s Conference and SBC.
Click on {Resources’ and {SBC 2017 to find all the articles leading
up to the meeting. Links will be posted on this page with the latest
news as well as social media links. Follow #SBC17.

N. Buckoak St., Stanley, NC 28164.

LESLIE SETTLES MILLARD, 47, died May 7 after a

fight with cancer.

An Indiana native, she was a member of Pikeville
First Baptist Church where her husband, Jimmy, has

served as pastor since 2007.

She is survived by her husband of 29 years, Jimmy
Millard; two sons, Matt Millard of Kenly and Kris Mil-

at Pee Dee Baptist Association, Steven Blanton, pastor
of Ebenezer Baptist Church, Hendersonville; Donnie
Helms, pastor of North Wadesboro Baptist Church; Cliff
McKnight, member of Moores Creek Baptist Church,
Currie; and Chuck McKnight, pastor of Cobb Memorial
Baptist Church, Rockingham.

[dianna@BRnow.org.
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Send your staff changes and other church news to

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

i

Mt

“THIS

Pl

Denomination

PART-TIME CONSULTANT - LEADER-
SHIP DEVELOPMENT. Woman’s Missionary
Union of North Carolina is seeking a part-time
consultant for leadership development. Work
location: Raleigh, NC (exceptions considered).
Please send resume and cover letter to: Judy
Pettigrew, 135 Woodlawn Circle, Clyde, NC
28721, or [judyjohn@bellsouth.netf Application
deadline: July 15. For job description: [www]

[wmunc.org/now-hiring.

Pastor

Buckhorn Baptist Church located in rural
Como, North Carolina, is a multigenerational
congregation seeking a pastor with a minimum
of five years pastoral experience and graduate
of a seminary, divinity school or Bible college.
We’re searching for a pastor who is passionate
about working with all areas/ages of the con-
gregation along with our local community to
grow our church. Buckhorn Baptist Church is
Bible-based worship, believing the Bible was
true yesterday, true today and true always.
Congregation focuses on reaching local com-
munity, home and missions. Resume deadline
June 30, 2017. Include statement of faith, per-
sonal testimony and audio or visual of recent
sermon. Mail to: Buckhorn Baptist Church Pas-
tor Search Team, c/o Pam Carr, 448 Buckhorn
Church Road, Como, NC 27818.

Corinth Baptist Church at 991 Corinth Church
Road, Salemburg, NC, is actively seeking a
Bivocational Pastor. All resumes should be
sent to David Naylor, 4712 Honeycutt Road,
Salemburg, NC 28385, or email to
. We will receive resumes until June
26, 2017.

Bnow.org

Seeking Lead Pastor. Barnwell FBC is a SBC
church seeking a full-time lead pastor for an
active and missional church with a broad range
of ministries. Experience with staff develop-
ment, contemporary and traditional services,
seminary degree and five years of pastoral
experience preferred. Please send resume and
cover letter to Pastor Selection Committee, 221
Virginia Ave., Barnwell, SC 29812, or email to
Il_’SC@@cbarnwell.ord. Deadline to apply August

3L, 2017 o cbarvelo

Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Cowpens, SC, is
seeking a full-time Southern Baptist Pastor.
Send resume to Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
250 Mt. Olive Road, Cowpens, SC 29330, or
[mtolive@bellsouth.net|

Church Staff

Southport Baptist Church in Southport, NC,
is seeking an Assistant Pastor for Youth and
Music. For more information please see[wwi]
lsouthportbaptist.orgl Please send resumes to
Wayne Leonard at wleonard@mindspring.comf

Hopewell Baptist Church, Monroe, NC, seeks
full-time Associate Pastor of Worship to lead
the worship ministries of a large conservative
church and supervise several staff members.
Send resumes to|Kim@whatasavior.con.

First Baptist Church of Highlands, NC, is seek-
ing a full-time Music Worship Leader. Salary
is dependent on experience and education. Job
responsibilities include planning, organizing
and conducting a comprehensive music pro-
gram and assisting in planning all regular wor-
ship services and special services as requested.
Resumes, including references, may be sent to
FBC Highlands, POB 625, Highlands, NC 28741,
or emailed tolinfo@fbchighlands.ongl 828-526-4153.

Zoar Baptist Church of Shelby, NC, is seek-
ing PT Worship Leader/Minister of Music.
Blended worship; avg attendance 100-125.
Choir, organ/piano, congregational worship
tracks. For full job description/details, contact
Alex Carroll. Send resume to Zoar Baptist

Church, Attn. Alex Carroll, 1740 S. Lafayette
Street, Shelby, NC 28152, or prcarroll92@gmail
Cord

Mountain View Baptist Church of Hampton-
ville, NC, is seeking a full-time Director of
Worship Ministries. Responsibilities include
leading blended worship, directing a com-
prehensive church music program including
choirs, vocal groups, praise band and instru-

mental ensembles and coordinating church
media. E-mail resume to jnvbc@yadtel.ne

myglnc.com attention search committee or mai

Placing a classified ad in the Biblical Recorder

Choose one of three avenues:
e Send e-mail to: |alison@BRnow.ord.

¢ Send a Fax to (919) 467-6180.

e Submit the information via the Recorders website at

For more information, call the office at (919) 459-5691.

Cost for Baptist churches/organizations is $1.20 per word, number and
stand-alone initial ($1.42 for commercial and non-Baptist entities) with a
minimum charge of $35. Classifieds also are carried online.

New Hope Baptist Church, Wilson, NC, is
seeking a full-time Associate Pastor of Fam-
ily Ministries and Music. This will oversee
a comprehensive ministry to families that
include children and youth and also be re-
sponsible for worship and music ministries.
Bible college or seminary degree preferred.
Other qualifications will be considered. This
position requires someone who is an equipper

and enjoys seeing others grow spirituall% and

in leadership abilities. Send resumes tojihmbcd

to New Hope Baptist Church, 5142 NC Highway
58 N., Wilson, NC 27896. Job description may
be viewed atlwww. nhmbc.nef.
Miscellaneous

NCBAM needs servant volunteers who like
to mow, trim, rake and bless others. Help
aging adults enjoy quality life in their own

backyards. Call North Carolina Baptist Aging
Ministry: 877-506-2226.

Church Bus for Sale. 2003 Champion, Freight-
liner; 34 passenger bus with rear storage; 5.9
Cummins diesel engine, Allison automatic
transmission; clean and in good condition,
154,570 mi.; $39,000. Call 252-753-3370 and
leave message.

Share the Biblical Recorder - FREE. Order three

months free. Contact|liz@BRnow.org

MOVED? Dor’t forget to change your address
with the Biblical Recorder. Contact Liz Tablazon

at (919) 459-5693 or|liz@BRnow.org

Do you have staff changes at your church or
association? Or special news you would like
to share (significant church or church staff
anniversaries or a mission effort to reach your
community)? Let the Biblical Recorder know by

calling (919) 847-2127 or emailkditor@BRnow.org
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WE celebrate the historic signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, by 56 courageous men.
They were men of great means who enjoyed prestige and luxury in their personal lives. They knew that if
they were successful in their defiance against England, they would lead a nation through hardship in the pursuit
of freedom. If they failed, they would be branded as traitors and die by public hanging. They considered the
prospect of liberty more valuable than the prosperity and security they held in their hands.

“And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection
of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our
Jortunes, and our sacred honor.”

“God grants liberty only to those who love it, and we are always ready to guard and defend it.”
- Daniel [Ylston, ZulS Sernaton

“Statesmen ... may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is religion and morality alone which can establish the principles
upon which freedom can securely stand. ... The only foundation of a free Constitution is pure virtue,”

~Pnesident Lot fdars !

“And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds
of the people that these liberties are the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His wrath? Indeed I tremble i
for my country when I reflect that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever.”

“The liberty enjoved by the people of these states of worshiping Almighty God agreeably to their conscience, is not only
among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their rights.” '

—ﬁﬁw @tfﬂ—/‘r-?& %Am:rp?ft’;an ..
“It was religion that gave birth to the English colonies in America. One must never forget that. ... I think I can see the whole _
destiny of America contained in the first Puritan who landed on those shores, as that of the whole human race in the first )

man. ... Despotism may be able to do without faith, but freedom cannot. ... When a people’s religion is destroyed, ... then
not only will they let their freedom be taken from them, but often they actually hand it over themselves.”

“Government has no more to do with the religious opinions of men, than it has with the principles of mathematics. Let

every man speak freely without fear, maintain the principles that he believes, worship according to his own faith, either one
God, three Gods, no God, or twenty Gods; and let government protect him in so doing,” o

SR Ml i ﬁwm 5

“Our natural, unalienable rights are now considered to be a dispensation of government, and freedom has never been so
fragile, so close to slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment. ... You and I have a rendezvous with destiny, We will
preserve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth, or we’ll sentence them to take the last step into a thousand

years of darkness.” -)Z-’) -y 2  / 2
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